
 

Dear Friends 

This week and for the next few weeks we spend time in the Sermon 

on the Mount. Because we celebrated the Presentation of Jesus last 

Sunday, we missed the Epiphany 4 reading of the Beatitudes. It is 

worth going back and re-reading them as they are critical to 

understanding our gospel this week. Jesus uses metaphors of salt and 

light. These things had different significance for people living in first 

century Palestine compared to our lives today.  

Salt losing its saltiness sounds like an oxymoron. It can help to 

understand that the salt in that region and that time was likely 

obtained from the dead sea by evaporation. There were other 

minerals in there too such as gypsum. So it might look like salt but if 

it was mainly (or all) gypsum, it wouldn’t be very salty. Thus, the 

encouragement to be salty implies be genuinely who are you. Salt 

performed many functions – flavour, preservative, purifying and 

fertilising. Jesus wasn’t referring to just one of these functions but to 

how critically important salt was to life in their world. “You ARE 

salt…” said Jesus. 

The last beatitude was about persecution and it was the only one 

addressed to “you”. These sayings immediately following that are also 
addressed to “you” – in the Greek it is an emphatic you and a plural 

you. You, yourselves, all together are the salt of the earth – we are 

salt as a community. And as implied in the last beatitude we follow in 

the footsteps of the prophets.  
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Light was precious and always shared, not hidden. The “you” of the 

light saying is also plural – together we are salt and light. We are 

visible in the community. Discipleship is not something we can do by 

ourselves privately in our rooms. It is something we do together and 

visibly in the world. Notice that both salt and light are not qualities to 

benefit us - they are for the world. Salt is coarse and sharp. It 

heightens the senses, preserves food and stimulates thirst. Light 

creates new possibilities and offers hope. Jesus reminds the disciples 

that their presence in the world is to be both challenging and healing.  

Here is our mission – to be salt and light. How will we flavour, 

preserve, purify and nurture the world around us? How will we bring 

light, hope and truth to our community?  

Arohanui,  

Sue + 

 

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY: 5th FEBRUARY 2023 

Sentence  

Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

Collect   

God of mission, you call us by name; 

as you send us out may we continue to follow you, 

listening to your word, living your life, 

and declaring your message; 

through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

1st Reading  Isaiah 58.1-9a 
 

2nd Reading  1 Corinthians 2.1-12 



 

Gospel  Matthew 5.13-20 

 

Prayers of the People     

We pray for all the clergy in the Diocese of Polynesia and for the 

people of Waiapu Anglican Cathedral Parish of St John the Evangelist 

and their clergy. 

We pray for those in need especially those who ask for our prayers:  

Eve, John Boyd, Roger N. 

 

PREPARATION FOR SELECTION OF A VICAR 

Bishop Andrew would like to invite parishioners of the Anglican 

Parish of Ōtūmoetai to meet with him on Saturday 11 February 2023 

from 1:30pm-3:00pm, for a Parish Consultation in preparation for the 

selection of a Vicar for the parish.  

The Parish Consultation is an important opportunity for Bishop 
Andrew to hear from parishioners their thoughts on the life of the 

parish to aid the selection process. The kinds of topics that will be 

covered are: What we value about our parish; What we do best; What 

we want to work towards; What characteristics we seek in a leader to help 

us fulfil these goals. 

The consultation will be led by Bishop Andrew and Archdeacon John 

Hebenton and they encourage you to enter into the day having 

reflected on your knowledge of the history of the parish, your 

experience in the parish and your reflections on the general topics 

above. The afternoon will conclude with afternoon tea.  

 

Altar Guild 

We are looking for volunteers to join our Altar Guild. The Altar 

Guild are responsible for polishing the brass, trimming/replacing 

candles, washing purificators – this is an important part of beautifying 

our service together. There are currently seven members of the 

Altar Guild so you would be doing the work roughly once every two 

months. If you are able to assist, please let Lynda know. 

  



 

 

Word and Light OUR PARISH MAGAZINE 

The theme for the next edition will be Trial and Error: successes 

and fiascos with endeavours. Articles on other topics are also 

welcome. Photos add interest. Please send your contributions to 

Lynda, the Parish Administrator, by 13th February 2023.  

 

This Week Beginning: 6th February 

Tuesday  12.00 pm Fish n Chips & Games 

Wednesday 10.00 am Mid-week Eucharist  

 3.00 pm Radius Matua Communion 

Friday 9.00 am Senior Chef 

Saturday 1.30 pm Parish Consultation 

 Op Shop       10.00 am - 4.00 pm   Monday to Friday (ph. 576 2422) 

 10.00 am - 1.00 pm   Saturday 

Playgroup  to be determined due to building renovations 

Toy Library  9.30 - 11.30 am     Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday  

Services for Sunday 12th February –  

   8.30 am   Holy Eucharist     

 10.00 am   Holy Eucharist  

 

Contact Us 
 

Priest-in-Charge: The Reverend Sue Genner 

Ph:     576 9923 or 021 235 5051 

Email:                   sue.genner@waiapu.com 
 

Parish Office:  Lynda Wallace  Ph:  576 9923 

Email: admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com   

Website:         www.stjohns-tga.org.nz 
 

Wardens:       Bill Aldridge  021 982 984 

 Roger Clark 027 683 8466 

mailto:admin.otumoetai@waiapu.com
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