Welcome! Haere Mai!
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Ordinary Time 18

Processional Hymn:

Joyful, joyful, we adore You,

God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,
Op'ning to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness,

Fill us with the light of day!

All Your works with joy surround You,
Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays,
Stars and angels sing around You,
Center of unbroken praise;

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Praising You eternally!

Always giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Loving Father, Christ our Brother,
Let Your light upon us shine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.



Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
God's own love is reigning o’er us,
Joining people hand in hand.

Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music leads us sunward

In the triumph song of life.

Welcome and Greeting:

In the name of God, The Lover, The Beloved, and The Love Between
Amen.

Call to Worship:

E te whanau a te Karaiti, welcome to this holy table; welcome to you,
for we are Christ’s body, Christ’s work in the world. Welcome to you
whose baptism makes you salt of the earth and light to the world.

Rejoice and be glad. Praise God who gives us forgiveness and hope.
Amen. Christ is our light, the joy of our salvation.

Praise and glory to Christ, God’s new beginning for humanity

making ritual water gospel wine, cleansing all our worship.
Love and loyalty to Christ Who gives us the gospel.
Praise to Christ Who calls us to holiness.

Song of Praise:

Christ is the living water

cleansing, refreshing, making all things new.
Christ is the living bread,;

food for the hungry,

strength for the pilgrim and the labourer.

So now we offer our thanks

for the beauty of these islands;

for the wild places and the bush,

for the mountains, the coast and the sea.



We offer thanks and praise to God for this good land;
for its trees and pastures,

for its plentiful crops

and the skills we have learned to grow them.

Our thanks for marae and the cities we have built;
for science and discoveries,

for our life together,

for Aotearoa, New Zealand.

Confession:

We come seeking forgiveness for all we have failed to be
and do as members of Christ’s body.

Silence

In God there is forgiveness.

Loving and all-seeing God, forgive us where we have failed

to support one another and to be what we claim to be.

Forgive us where we have failed to serve You;
and where our thoughts and actions have been
contrary to Yours we ask Your pardon.

Absolution:

God forgives us; be at peace.
Silence

Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection,
reconciliation for all the human race.

We shall all be one in Christ, one in our life together.
Praise to God who has created us,

praise to God who has accepted us,

praise to God who sends us into the world.



Sentence:

The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth. He fulfils the desire of
all that fear him, hears their cry, and saves them.

Psalm 145:18-19
Collect:

God of the hungry,

make us hunger and thirst for the right,
till our thirst for justice has been satisfied
and hunger has gone from the earth.
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake.
Amen.

A reading from the book of Genesis: Genesis 32:22-31

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 17:1-7,16

Hear my just cause, attend to my cry O Lord
listen to my prayer from lips that do not lie.

Let judgment in my favour
come forth from your presence:
and let your eyes discern what is right.

You have searched my heart,

and visited me by night:
if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me,
my mouth does not offend.

With regard to human deeds:
because of the word of your lips,
| have avoided the ways of the violent.

My steps have been firm in your paths:
and my feet have not stumbled.

| call upon you O God for you will answer me:
incline your ear to me and hear my words.



Show me the wonders of your steadfast love:
for by your right hand
you save from their adversaries
those who take refuge with you.

But as for me, | shall see your face
because my plea is just:
when | awake
and see your face I shall be satisfied.

Glory to God, Source of All Being, Incarnate Word,
and Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and
will be forever. Amen.

A reading from the letter to the Romans: Romans 9:1-5

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn:

The King of love my Shepherd is,
whose goodness fails me never;
| nothing lack if | am his,
and he is mine for ever.

Where streams of living water flow,
a ransomed soul he leads me;

and where the fertile pastures grow,
with food from heaven feeds me.

Perverse and foolish | have strayed,
but in his love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,

and home rejoicing brought me.

In death's dark vale | fear no ill,
with you, dear Lord, beside me;
your rod and staff my comfort still,
your cross before to guide me.



You spread a banquet in my sight;
of love beyond all knowing

and O the gladness and delight
from your pure chalice flowing!

And so through all the length of days
your goodness fails me never;

Good Shepherd, may | sing your praise
within your house for ever.

Gospel:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Praise and glory to God.
Matthew 14:13-21
This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise to Christ, the Word.

Sermon

The Affirmation of Faith:

You, O God are supreme and holy

You create our world and give us life.

Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us.

You are God.

You, O God, are infinitely generous good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to You.

You have revealed and proved Your love for us in Jesus Christ,
Who lived and died and rose again.

You are with us now.

You are God.

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be Your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; You overcome death.

You are our God.
We worship You.



Prayers of the People:

Today we pray for Samoa and American Samoa who remain deeply
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, and we pray for the
Archdeacon for Tauranga City and Coast: The Venerable Christopher
Tweddell.

We pray also for those in need, especially those who have asked for
our prayers: Craig, Viv, Lynda, Lawrence, Jon, Reg, Angela R, and
Robyn.

Praise to You abundant God, for when we ask, You give;
when we seek, You show the way.

When we knock, You answer.

Praise to You for Your unfailing grace.

Make us now Your faithful people. Amen.

The Peace:

Blessed be Christ the Prince of Peace.
Who breaks down the walls that divide.

The peace of God be always with you.
Praise to Christ Who unites us in peace.

Offertory Hymn:

Let all mortal flesh keep silence

and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,

for with blessing in his hand

Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
in the body and the blood:

he will give to all the faithful

his own self for heavenly food.



Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph;
cherubim with sleepless eye,

veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluia, Alleluia,

Alleluia, Lord most high!

Blessing of the Offertory

Blessed are you, God of all creation;

through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory

and for the service of your kingdom.

Blessed be God for ever.

The Great Thanksgiving:

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

Lift your hearts to heaven.
Where Christ in glory reigns.

Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.

It is the joy of our salvation, God of the universe, to give You thanks
through Jesus Christ.

You said: ‘Let there be light’; there was light. Your light shines on in
our darkness. For You the earth has brought forth life in all its forms.

You have created us to hear Your Word, to do Your will and to be
fulfilled in Your love. It is right to thank You. You sent Your Son to be
for us the way we need to follow and the truth we need to know.



You sent Your Son to give His life to release us from our sin.
His cross has taken our guilt away.

You send Your Holy Spirit to strengthen and to guide,
to warn and to revive Your Church.

Therefore, with all Your witnesses who surround us on every side,
countless as heaven’s stars, we praise You for our creation and our
calling with loving and with joyful hearts.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and just, glory and goodness
come from You. Glory to You, most high and gracious God.

Therefore, with this bread and wine we recall Your goodness to us.

God of the past and the present, we Your people remember
Your Son. We thank You for His cross and rising again,

we take courage from His ascension; we look for His
coming again in glory, and in Him we give ourselves to You.

Send Your Holy Spirit, that we who receive Christ’s body
may indeed be the body of Christ, and we who share His cup
draw strength from the one true vine.

Called to follow Christ, help us to reconcile and unite.
Called to suffer, give us hope in our calling.

For You the heavenly One make all things new;
You are the beginning and the end, the last and the first.

Praise, glory, and love be Yours, this and every day,
from us and all people, here and everywhere. Amen.

Silence
As our Lord has taught us, let’s pray together:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name,

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of Bread:

Christ’s body was broken for us on the cross.
Christ is the bread of life.

His blood was shed for our forgiveness.
Christ is risen from the dead.

The Invitation:

Come God’s people, come to receive Christ’s heavenly food.

Communion

Post Communion Sentence:

Tender God,

we have seen with our eyes

and touched with our hands

the bread of life.

Strengthen our faith

that we may grow in love for you and for each other;
through Jesus Christ the risen Lord.

Prayers after Communion:

Blessed be God who calls us together.
Praise to God who makes us one people.

Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin.
Praise God who gives hope and freedom.

Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
Praise to God who is revealed as love.

Blessed be God who alone has called us.
Therefore, we offer all that we are
and all that we shall become.
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Accept O God, our sacrifice of praise.
Amen. Accept our thanks for all You have done.
Our hands were empty, and You filled them.

Blessing:

May Christ be within us to keep us,
beside us to guard,

before us to lead,

behind us to protect,

beneath us to support,

above us to bless.

receive this blessing in the name of God, The Lover, The Beloved, and
The Love Between

May it rest on you, all those you love, those who love you, and those
you struggle to love, this day and always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn:

Where the road runs out, and the signposts end
Where we come to the edge of today

Be the God of Abraham for us

Send us out upon our way

Lord, you were our beginning
the faith that gave us birth
We look to you, our ending
our hope for heav’n and earth

When the coast is left and we journey on
to the rim of the sky and the sea,

be the sailor's friend, be the dolphin Christ
lead us in to eternity.

Lord, you were our beginning
the faith that gave us birth
We look to you, our ending
our hope for heav’n and earth
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When the clouds are low, and the wind is strong
When to-morrow’s storm draws near

Be the spirit bird hov’ring overhead

Who will take away our fear

Lord, you were our beginning
the faith that gave us birth
We look to you, our ending
our hope for heav’n and earth

Dismissal:

Haere i runga i te rangimarie, i runga i te aroha,
me te ngakau hihiko, ki te mahi, ki te Ariki.

Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

This service comes from “A New Zealand Prayer Book: He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa” p. 476
Thanksgiving and Praise and is used in accordance with GSTHW Canons and regulations.
All songs are reproduced under CCLI Licence No.: 21071.
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